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BENEFICIAL MODEL DEVELOPMENT OF THE PETRALONA CAVE

BY THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF GREECE ( A A G )

ABSTRACT

The scientific foundation Anthropological Association of Greece for more than 30 years has been conducting the development of the Petralona Cave, in a way to protect both the cave itself as well as the excavating data. There, the life of the humans for hundreds of thousands of years during the Ice ages, made them promote even more the cooperation, which inspires all peaceable people today!

FULL TEXT

Dr Aris Poulianos'  (Photo 5: DR ARIS POULIANOS) and AAG's excavations during the last four decades proved that Petralona cave in Chalkidiki (Ellas / Greece) (Photo 6: HALKIDIKI – PETRALONA), is a most important prehistoric cave in Europe (Photo 7: PETRALONA CAVE b), since the 0,7 m.y.a skull of Archanthropus was found there in 1960. In its Petralona culture, human cooperation, at least in cave life, and the respect of the wiser elders were of primary imprortance. The same principles always characterise AAG and its work.

Excavations and studies of palaeoanthropological material proceed in collaboration with an international team of experienced specialists, such as Budil I., Horacek I., Ikeya M., Kretzoi M., Kurten B., Liritzis Y., Murrill R.I. The same Association conducted also the development of the cave, in a way to protect both the cave itself as well as the excavating data. This offered dozens of jobs, while the members of AAG are still working voluntarily, having much contributed economically too, especially Dr Poulianos. 

A certain number of measures were taken and are still supported: 

1. The tourist corridors were constructed piece by piece with an anti-slip surface cover, and afterwards were put on their bases along the visitors’ path inside, in order to permit any displacement needed. The corridors were adapted to the cave path and not the opposite. 

2. The tunnel opened in the rock was not covered with cement, so the cost was lower as was the pollution of the environment. 

3. Every winter stalactites and stalagmites are cleaned safely from parasitic micro-organisms. 

4. Over and around the cave 3.000 pines were planted. Their roots expand horizontally, and prevent the vertical expansion of evergreen oak's roots, thus protecting the cave. 

5. Because of the lack of sufficient rain during the last three decades in Chalkidiki, a system of artificial raining has been put externally, over the roof of the cave. Its humidity, which is provided in the cave, revives it and protects the stalagmite decoration. 

6. A safety and a fire alarm system are covering the whole area. 

7. AAG offered the most in expenses and work for the unique daily open Anthropological Museum in Greece to be built outside the cave from 1977 to 1982.

8. 400 show-cases exhibit more than 2000 findings. 

9. A 24 hours guard service with personnel and cameras is provided.

AAG also : 

1. Has constructed an open – air theatre, were each summer a festival is held. 

2. Organized successfully in Petralona an International and a National Congresses of Anthropology, in 1982. 

3. Constructed a bilingual website (http://www.aee.gr), serving the information of any researcher worldwide. 

4. Edited the book "The Cave of the Petralonian Archanthropinae", by Dr Aris Poulianos, in four languages, Greek, English, German and Russian (Photo 8: THE PETRALONA CAVE BOOK).

5. Promotes the scientific development and training on the palaeolithic era in Greece. 

6. Is currently erecting three buildings that will shelter labs and research center. 

Finally we have to mention that among the numerous eager to learn visitors of the cave from all over the world, who admire it and write about every day, were the presidents of Greece, the late K. Karamanlis, of France, Mr. V. G. d' Estaing, and of Russia, Mr. V. Poutin.

We will be glad to guide you in the famous Petralona Cave, where the life of the humans for hundreds of thousands of years during the Ice ages, made them develop even more the cooperation, which inspires all peaceable people today!
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